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 THE GRAPEVINE       

There is a very fine line between "hobby" and "mental illness." 
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June  Meeting And Program 
NOTICE:  Our June meeting will take place 
at 7:30 P.M. on the 3rd of June.    The 
meeting will be at the terminal - KLVK.   

Calendar:  

Month Date Speaker Topic 

Apr 1 Alan Brown Inside Skunkworks 

May 6 Cindy Smith PilotsNPaws 

June 3 
Dave/Trina 
Anderson 

Dynonôs new ñsky 
viewò and LED lights 

 
Our June Program will feature Dave & Trina 
Anderson discussing Dynonõs new òsky viewó 
instrument along with sharing their experience of LED 
Aircraft lighting. Dave & Trina are nearing completion 
of an RV9-A in Tracy. Both are current pilots and are 
looking forward to first engine run this weekend.  An 
exciting time to be sure. 

  

 

 

Important NOTE:  

Donôt miss the 2
nd

  EAA Chapter 663 BBQ of the year 

ï June 12th 4pm. 

 

Come and join in the fun. Bring an entrée to put on the 

grill for yourself, bring a side dish to share with 

everyone. We will have beverages (soda, beer and 

water) on ice, along with the BBQ necessities - 

napkins, plates and flatware. 

 

Joint us at Hangars 113/114 Livermore Airport (1
st
 

row inside gate at the corner off Airway and 

Kittyhawk). Use gate code 12663# if you donôt have 

your own access card. (This code is only active on 

EAA Chapter 663 BBQ dates. 

 

For more information email :  President@eaa663.org 

or call 925-872-7423 

 

Young Eagles event in Tracy May 15, 2010 was a 

great success. We had 8 pilots,  Thanks to all of them; 

we had our 663 members RV-9A Leland Collins (2), 

RV-7A Bob Cowan (3), Cessna 210 Jerry Dickafoose 

(6), Cessna 172 Steve Bradford from Tracy TAA (13), 

Cessna 172 John Favors (2) Tracy TAA., Skylark 

Terry Miller Tracy(2),  Worrier Dave Anderson (13), 

 Worrier Dave Cunningham chapter 62. 

  

We flew 45 Young Eagles that day and they all had a 

great time. We had a flight simulator that people could 

go inside and play with while waiting for their turns to 

come up.  

 

mailto:President@eaa663.org
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Attention ï News Flash. 

Our President Ralph Cloud has invited all chapter 

members to bring their planes to display before the 

chapter meetings for the duration of the summer.  If 

you have something new or made some exciting new 

change that you would like to share, arrive around 

7:00 so it can be viewed by others prior to the meeting 

start at 7:30.  We anticipate have one day where we 

can assemble all the chapter planes, but in the 

meantime a couple each month would provide enough 

attention for those arriving early to the meeting. 

 

Minutes: 

GENERAL MEETING, EAA 663, 

5/6/2010 Livermore Terminal 

 

Called to order 7:33 PM by President Ralph Cloud. 

Other Board Members in attendance were Kirk 

Knight. Marc Palajac, Treasurer was out of the 

country. Don Smith, VP, is resigning due to his busy 

travel schedule in new job. 

 

The minutes for the April meetings were approved as 

printed in ñThe Grapevineò with one important 

correction (yet another reminder why spellcheck 

should not be relied upon!).   

 

TOOLS:  Bob Farnham anticipates having 3/8ò tube 

beader available to round out the full set.   

 

TREASURERôS REPORT:  Treasurer Mark Palajac 

announced 86 members. Heôs accepting dues ($30) for 

2010, checks only. He reported current balance of 

$4,871.97.  

 

BBQ: The BBQ is now officially upon us. May 15 is 

first event at hangars 113-114.  Bring an entre for your 

party and a side dish to share. Liquid refreshment is 

provided.   

 

GATE CODE:   There is a new gate code hidden in a 

complex mathematical formula that rivals the da Vinci 

Code. EAA members will decipher it as follows:  Start 

with the two digit model number of the recent LSA 

RV- from Vans.  Then enter our EAA Chapter 

number.  Then press #.  Like Tom Hanks, the secret of 

the universe will unfold before you, or at minimum, 

the LVK gate will open and a cold adult beverage will 

be your reward in hangar 113-114. 

 

Next BBQ is Saturday June 12 at 4:00PM. 

 

YOUNG EAGLES:   Young Eagles coordinator Trina 

Anderson is preparing for May 15 ñNational Learn to 

Fly Dayò at Tracy.  Trina reports theyôll have a static 

display, full size flight simulator, software flight sim 

and best of all, 100LL for $3.99 a gallon. 

 

Trinaôs goal is to offer Young Eagles events 

alternating months at LVK and TCY in cooperation 

with Stockton EAA Chapter 1432. 

 

Next Young Eagles is June 19 at LVK starting at 

9:00AM.  Your participation is welcome. 

 

WEBSITE:  Brad has been hard at work on the 

website.  There are many new updates, new photos, 

new first flight videos (congratulations to builders!), a 

new tool page, RSS feeds from EAA, even a link to a 

Good Morning America flight at LVK with Sully 

Sullenberger and Robin Givens in a King Air.  Send 

your pix, embarrassing or breathtaking, to brad at 

pictures@eaa663.org. 

 

OTHER UPDATES: Next Chapter meeting is 

Thursday, June 3, 2010. 

 

BUSINESS:  Paul Weiss brought his well-behaved 

dog to the meeting and motioned that we have dog-

friendly meetings in the future, especially in light of 

tonightôs guest speaker from PilotsNPaws.  Leland 

Collins seconded the motion.  Several members noted 

that regrettably they had allergies, which is why  the 

Chapter excluded dogs of any size and disposition, 

regardless of how cute and well-behaved. The motion 

failed 15 noes to 9 yeas. 

 

AIRVENTURE: If youôre flying to Oshkosh (ahem!) 

AirVenture , they request you obtain a copy of the 

NOTAM in advance. You can download it from the 

EAA 663 website.  Also, thereôs a link to EAA for the 

Oshkosh visitours and convention bureau for hotel 

rooms, local guest rooms, neighborly folks, etc. 

 

mailto:pictures@eaa663.org


  

3 

Tracy is holding a BBW and fly in on May 16
th
 at 

Skyview Aviation. Theyôre featuring their new 

Diamond, but we know youôll want the 100LL for 

$3.99 a gallon. 

 

FREE Ukiah airport day is Saturday June 5.  You can 

also sign up for the hangar party including live music, 

tri-tip BBQ, beer for $50 a person. 

 

 

 

Jeffry Larson  announced the second annual May 15
th
 

Sonex fly-in in Rio Linda  with at least 10 planes. 

Warn the U-2 pilots. There are rumors that Jeffry isnôt 

going to land, heôll just fly by and climb to the lower 

edge of Alpha to show off the climb rate of his new 

Sonex and 3300 engine.  

 

Bruce Cruikshank announced the June 11 Hayward 

Air Rally  to Bend, Oregon. Link to 

HaywardAirRace.org.   This year theyôre going north 

rather than south. 

 

Also June 11-12 is the Goldenwest Airshow in 

Marysville.  

 

Larry Fish  invited members to a free fly -in to Dillon, 

Montana June 26-27 the weekend prior to July 4.  

Heôs furnishing accomodations, food, a creek with 

brook trout, elk, bear and perhaps hail.  Dillon is 700 

nm from LVK, and about 65 sm by truck from his 

property.  There is a cabin with rooms, cots and 

outside teepees. If you want to fish, a 2-3 day license 

is $12.  Donôt plan on flying into his private strip as 

itôs 1,200 feet long at 7,200 feet elevation.  Larry 

notes the density altitude makes it equivalent of 250 

foot takeoff at LVK.  There are no go arounds. 

 

Bob brought up the cable failure in the old Pacbell 

telco (then SBC now AT&T?) cable around the 

airport, resulting in a loss of phone and Internet access 

in the hangars. Whoever can put their hands on 300 

feet of 4 wire phone line would be crowned a hero and 

paraded in front of the tower, or at minimum, be able 

to connect to DUATS from the hangars. 

 

Alan Constant noted that a local TV station is 

making a documentary about 1950-60ôs era high 

altitude balloon jumps by humans in anticipation of a 

new attempt.  These are voluntary jumps for a record 

that literally exceeds Mach 1 from an altitude above 

100,000 feet.    

 

August 27-28-29 is the Quickie Fly-in at LVK. Check 

with Norman Howell. 

 

Jeffry Larson  announced this monthôs Name that 

Plane winner is Dan Schumacher. He correctly 

identified the DeHaviland SeaHornet 3. 

Break for cookies at 8:13pm 

 

This monthôs guest speak was Cindy Smith, local 

member of PilotsNPaws.org.   

 

Most of her flights are to Bakersfield Muni L45 where 

they pick up dogs that would otherwise be euthanized 

bringing them to the north where shelters have a no-

kill policy and more families are ready to adopt.  

 

EAA 663 Chapter members demonstrated they are not 

such a hard-bitten bunch of misanthropes after all by 

oohing and ahhing over untold numbers of dog and 

puppy photos from Cindy. For a change member were 

more curious about the condition of a smiling dog 

flying right seat than the specifications of the 

Diamond. 

 

You can contact Cindy for more information at 

csmithloan@aol.com. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED  at 9:00 PM for pie. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Chapter Secretary 

Kirk Knight 

Changes or corrections welcome. 

 

MINUTES:   BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING,  

5/20/2010 Cloud FBO 

Called to order 7:30 PM by President Ralph Cloud. 

 

Present Ralph Cloud, Bob Cowan, Bob Farnham, 

Barry Weber, Brad Olsen, Trina Anderson, Kirk 

Knight,  John Goldsmith 

 

Bob Cowan update on project project. 
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BBQ on 5/15 was a success. Next BBQ Dates: 6/12, 

7/3,  8/14, 9/18 

 

Venue suggestions for January 2011 Chapter dinner 

are pending. 

 

Young Eagles -  Trina Anderson  reported 

tremendous success for Tracy event on National Learn 

to Fly day May 15, 2010 with 45 Young Eagles in one 

day!  Thanks to everyone who participated.  Our 

Chapter had the only Young Eagles event within 100 

miles.  Ralph suggested that next year it would help if 

EAA national would provide more than 30 days notice 

to local chapters for tie in and promotion. 

 

Next Young Eagles event June 19 at Livermore.  

Trina is seeking pilots and also names of applications 

from last yearôs sign up events. 

 

Hayward and Palo Alto chapters will be holding 

Young Eagles events in the future. 

 

Brad Olsen has made significant progress on website 

updates. See general meeting minutes for details. 

 

PROGRAMS.  June meeting Dave & Trina Anderson 

will talk about LSA and perhaps have a plane to show 

if weather permits. 

 

July meeting will feature new chapter planes 

completed in the past 12 months on the ramp. 

 

Possible August meeting theme may be Chuck & 

Dale Ray, the Ray Bros., featuring their new S-19 and 

RV-12.   

 

September will have Barry Weberôs world-renown 

Oshkosh review.  

 

Important issue for LVK future : Paul Peterson 

reports that the LACG ï Livermore Airport Citizens 

Group which was attempting to pass new regulations 

against airport operations failed to deliver signatures 

in time for the ballot. This issue is deadéat least for 

now.  

 

ñLook out Jack, if your baffles are black.ò An alert 

for those with certificated aircraft of a certain age who 

may be concerned about surprise ramp inspection by 

FAA: Guy Minor, OAK FSDO notes that one easy 

visual indication your aircraft may be a bit long in the 

tooth is the color of the engine baffles. New baffle 

material is blue or orange the old stuff is black.  

 

If youôre looking for an exotic fly-in destination, 

check with Bob Farnham about Camp Verde south of 

Flagstaff, Arizona.  Jack Houston owns a home and 

hangar there and may enjoy visitors. 

 

John Goldsmith wants to put in a kind word for 

WestAir in San Carlos for excellent work at a very 

reasonable price to repair components on his engine.  

Heôs now back in the air after replacing 3 cylinders. 

 

Next Board Meeting is June 17 at the Cloud FBO in 

Livermore. 

 

2010 Planning issues recap 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:31 PM for pie. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Chapter Secretary 

Kirk Knight 

Changes or corrections welcome. 

 

Feedback/Questions/Suggestions 
Any and all feedback is welcome. please take a few 
minutes to send suggestions, tips, corrections or any 
other feedback to:  jeffrylite@comcast.net. 

 

 

Mailbag:   As per previous email, the packet from the 

Oakland FSDO will be available at this monthôs 

meeting for inspections and ownership of the contents 

regarding Sport Pilot.  For those that are thinking 

about or better yet, worrying about renewal of your 

medial, this may be the info that you have been 

looking for.  Be sure and attend the meeting and pick 

up some of the materials that will be available. 

 

This monthôs article comes from Flying magazine and 

involved our January chapter dinner in Livermore. Iôm 

very proud of our chapter and the shindig that we put 

on and hope you were there to enjoy.  We impressed 

more than just ourselves.  Iôm sure you will recognize 

a name or two. 

mailto:jeffrylite@comcast.net
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